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Book Description:
Willa Cather said that O Pioneers! was her first authen-
tic novel, “the first time I walked off on my own feet—
everything before was half real and half an imitation of 
writers whom I admired.” Cather’s novel of life on the 
Nebraska frontier established her reputation as a writer 
of great note and marked a significant turning point 
in her artistic development. No longer would she let 
literary convention guide the form of her writing; the 
materials themselves would dictate the structure.  
 Cather’s O Pioneers! is the sentimental and some-
what controversial story of the Bergsons, a family of 
Swedish pioneers that settles for life on the American 
prairie. While Alexandra, the family matriarch, is able 
to turn the family farm into a financial success, her 
brother Emil must grapple with the solace and tragedy 
of forbidden love. A novel surprisingly ahead of its 
time, this protofeminist work touches on a wide range 
of enduring themes, including love, marriage, tempta-
tion, and isolation.
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Author Biography

Willa Cather (1873–1947) was born in Virginia; her family moved to Nebraska in 1883 and eventually 
settled in Red Cloud. After graduating from the University of Nebraska–Lincoln in 1895, she returned to 
Red Cloud briefly before moving east to work on Home Monthly and eventually McClure’s. Her first pub-
lished books were the poetry collection April Twilights and the short-story collection The Troll Garden. O 
Pioneers is part of Cather’s Prairie Trilogy, which includes The Song of the Lark and My Ántonia, all avail-
able in Bison Books editions. In 1923 Cather received the Pulitzer Prize for her novel One of Ours.

Visit the University of Nebraska Press website for more books by or about Willa Cather!

Additional Information

Events
For an up-to-date listing of author appearances, visit the Author Events and Book Signings page on the 
unp website at: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/Catalog/ProductEvents.aspx?SearchOnLoad=true 

Blog
For lively discussion, notable book reviews, and occasional podcasts of unp titles, check out our blog at: 
http://www.nebraskapress.typepad.com

Book Web Page
Visit this book’s web page: http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/product/O-Pioneers,675703.aspx

2013 One Book, One Nebraska Web Page
http://www.onebookonenebraska.org

Library Discount Offer
http://www.nebraskapress.unl.edu/pages/OneBookOneNebraska.aspx 

Review Copies, Image Requests, & Excerpts
If you would like to receive a review copy, request a book cover image, or obtain more information regard-
ing publishing an excerpt, contact mpress@unl.edu.

Examination Copies
If you are an instructor and are interested in requesting an examination copy, please send your request to 
cpress2@unl.edu.
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